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October Program  
 

17 Oct 24 7:00 PM  James Baker presenting: The 

Toolbox for the Modern Genealogist 2024. This 

class discusses the most essential tools required 

for today’s genealogist.  

  

 

Presidents Message   

by Vicky Wolff  

Welcome Fall! Oh, how the change of weather is so invigorating. I am so tired of the hot weather and am looking forward to 

the cooldown! I hope you have all been having great finds on your ancestors and are writing their stories for the next 

generations. I did my son's father’s genealogy some years ago. Now that my previous husband is not in the best of health, I 

thought I needed to write the story of his ancestors not only for him, but for my children and grandchildren as well, so I am in 

the process of writing about their 15 generations from England to Canada, to the United States. I plan to give them the 

finished product at Thanksgiving, so this venture will keep me busy for the next couple of months.  

I am looking forward to our ancestry night in November and don't forget, it is time to nominate new officers for 2025, so be 

thinking about what office you might hold to further the work of our Society. 
  

 
October Program  

by Karen Souza  

 

James Baker presenting The Toolbox for the Modern Genealogist 2024; This class discusses the most 

essential tools required for today’s genealogist. Categories covered are: hardware; software; large 

search engines; specialty sites and collections; offline data; the “data finding” sites; key DNA tools; 

and genealogy learning tools. About our presenter: 

James M. Baker, PhD 

 

Biography: 

Mr. Baker has been an active genealogist for the past 15 years.  He specializes in German, Midwest 

US, American research, and DNA.   

He has written articles for the National Genealogical Society (NGS) Magazine, the NGS Quarterly, and Der Blumenbaum, the 

journal of the Sacramento German Genealogy Society. He is a former Certified Genealogist (CG.   

He has presented classes and webinars to many genealogy groups including National Genealogical Society, Southern 

California Jamboree, and Legacy Family Tree Webinars. 

Mr. Baker earned a PhD in sociology and social psychology from the University of Utah.  He is retired from an aerospace and 

business management career. 

Since 2013, Mr. Baker developed over 60 genealogy classes. jimb@starstream.net 
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Photos from our September General Meeting 
by Heidi Arno 

 
Our break snacks 

     

      
 

   Our speaker David Seymour and his new book                                  Guests checking our handouts 
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AND YES PLEASE, Jackie Niemeyer could still use some help at our Main Library– A great way to assist your 

genealogical society. Contact her and ask how? The Main Library is expected to close at the end of the year 

for their remodel. 

Jackie.niemeyer@prodigy.net  to track update information go to 

https://www.stanislauslibrary.org/about_friends_modesto.shtm  

 
GSSC Writing Group   

by Joann MacDonald 

3 October 2024 at her home.  Please contact Joann if you intend to attend.  The group has a great deal of experience writing about 

genealogy and can assist you.  New members are always welcome.  Never written before, no matter, they are here to assist. 

(209) 521-2140 or jmastergardner@aol.com   

 
 

DNA Research Resources 

 

 
 

For those of you who have DNA tested there is a whole new world of information available for you. If you used FamilyTree 
DNA they now have an excellent Blog available at https://blog.familytreedna.com/ Learn more about FamilyTreeDNA, read 
customer journeys, and discover the world of DNA! 

Their available resources are to numerous to list here but do range from “A Guide to Spanish Surnames and Forenames: 
History, Structure, and Genealogy” to “Ancient Lineages: A 49,000-Year-Old Branch Split in Y-DNA Haplogroup E 
Confirmed 15 Years After Initial Discovery”. 

You can reach these by using the above Blog URL or by logging into your FTDNA account and going to “Blog” below 
ABOUT at the bottom of your Home page. 

Family Tree DNA has made a huge improvement in their available tools for their customers. 

You can also sign up for their Blog at https://blog.familytreedna.com/blog-sign-up/ just as you might for one of the surname 
Groups. Get genealogy news, tips, insights, stories and more delivered straight to your inbox. 

  

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/ 

 

AncestryDNA also has considerable resources available for their customers. Log into your ancestry.com account and click on 
DNA.  A detail drop down list will appear and you can proceed from there. If you have responded to their questions you 
might like their Summary.  I usually go directly to Matches where I have maintained my connections as closely as is possible 
with the quantity I have received from this service. I pay particular attention to Sorting by newest matches then clicking on 
the individual’s name followed by clicking on Shared Matches.  This takes me directly to list of any of their matches that we 
share I common.  I then code them to my family group or groups.  It provides a great deal of clarity to who fits where. 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-matches/compare/ 

 

Using these tools should make your research more meaningful and rewarding. 
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Updated Sept 24, 2024.     
We have 63 members for 2024                                                                     website  GSSC  

Membership Information  Dues:   Single membership, $25.00 per year  Family membership, $35.00 

per year 

Address changes: Send address, email and phone number changes to Joyce Hickman 

at: GSSC, P. O. Box 1352, Modesto, CA 95353-1352   Email: 

gsscfounded1968@gmail.com  Telephone: 209-422-3653 (Joyce 

Hickman) 

GSSC web page and newsletter: Stanislaus Researcher Published 10 times per year by Genealogical 

Society of Stanislaus County, P. O. Box 1352, Modesto, CA   95353-

1352. Delivered via email. Submit articles for publication to the 

editor via email: lruddick@ix.netcom.com by the 15th of each 

month. The newsletter is posted at this website 

http://stanislausgenealogy.org along with other interesting society-

related items. 

General meeting:    7:00 p.m. on the 3rd Thursday of each month, except July and 

December at the Trinity Presbyterian Church, Telle Center, at 1600 

Carver Rd., Modesto, CA.    

Board meeting:    7:00 p.m. on the 2nd Monday of each month Ridgeway's Restaurant, 

2401 E Orangeburg Ave, Modesto, CA   

2024 Officers 2024 Standing Committee Chairs    

President Vicky Wolff Acquisitions:     Vacant  

1st Vice 

President 
Karen Souza 

Audit:    Board of Directors  

2nd Vice 

President 
Jackie Niemeyer 

Budget:  Roxie Ferrari    

Secretary Pam Atherstone Historian  Judy Byrne  

Treasurer Roxie Ferrari Membership    Joyce Hickman  

Director at 

Large 1 
Joyce Hickman 

Newsletter & Webpage  Lewis & Logan 

Ruddick    

Director at 

Large 2 
Amy Mowery 

Publicity    Tom Byrne 

 

Director at 

Large 3 
Joann McDonald 

Queries    Colleen Norby    

Director at 

Large 4 

Martha Carter 

Bhatti 

Registrar    Marge Scheuber  

Director at 

Large 5 
Marge Scheuber 

Seminar:  Vacant  

Past President David Wolff Research Trips    Heidi Arno  

  Mentor    Joann McDonald  

  Resources    Vicky Wolff    

  Acquisitions:  Vacant  

  
Special Collections & 

Workshops    

Jackie Niemeyer    

  Social Media    Pam Atherstone  

  
Sunshine    Martha Carter 

Bhatti  

http://www.stanislausgenealogy.org/
http://www.stanislausgenealogy.org/
http://www.stanislausgenealogy.org/
mailto:gsscfounded1968@gmail.com
mailto:lruddick@ix.netcom.com
http://stanislausgenealogy.org/
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